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Opportunity – Motivation – Success

Welcome
I am delighted to be the Headteacher at Ovingham Middle School; a three form
entry middle school which is very much part of the local community set in
spacious grounds by the River Tyne. In existence since 1975, we are now
proud to be part of the Tyne Community Learning Trust and work very closely
with all our partner schools.
The team at OMS offer a happy and supportive learning environment in which all pupils are encouraged to
strive and achieve the very best they can. We have high expectations of our pupils and staff and together
with governors, we are committed to providing the best possible education for all pupils. Our dedicated
team of teachers, highly skilled Teaching Assistants and support staff all share responsibility for your
child’s learning and development. We aim to maximise the potential of every child in school by providing
a broad, well-balanced and creative education.
Ovingham’s motto is Opportunity, Motivation and Success:




We provide a wealth of opportunities for pupils to explore their talents and interests and excel.
We provide motivation, support and challenge so that pupils achieve the very best they can.
We acknowledge and celebrate success, resilience and effort.

We believe that children can only learn when they feel happy, secure, safe and valued and our strong
pastoral structure works in partnership with home to ensure that pupils are ready to learn. Our focus on
pupils’ well-being is seamed throughout the school and is our priority at all times to support both
children’s academic progress and personal and social development; this is key in preparing them for their
next step in their schooling and to be responsible and respectful citizens.
We look forward to working with you to ensure your son/daughter flourishes at school. Please contact the
school office if you would like to visit our school and see how wonderful it is for yourself!
Jenny Bullock
Headteacher
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Teaching and Learning
During their time with us, pupils follow a broad curriculum
which delivers all aspects of the statutory National
Curriculum, based on the established systems of liaison with
First and High Schools, to ensure a continuity of education
throughout the compulsory 5-16 age range.
School is divided into four year groups, spanning two of the
National Curriculum Key Stages, Year 5 & 6 are the last two
years of Key Stage 2 and Years 7 & 8 are the first two of the
three years of Key Stage 3.
Each year group has a Year Group Leader who ensures
consistency and continuity is achieved within and between
the four year groups. Year 5 & 8 Leaders are also responsible
for liaison with First and High Schools.
Year 5 and 6 pupils are largely class-based, with one teacher
delivering the bulk of the curriculum with support from
specialist colleagues. Year 6 pupils have greater experience of
working with specialist teachers before progressing to Years 7
and 8 where all teaching is done on a subject basis. In this
way, we hope to make the transition from class to subject
teaching as smooth as possible.
A specially appointed Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO)
works with Teachers, specialist agencies and Parents to
ensure that pupil individual needs are catered for. A planned
programme of liaison with First and High Schools ensures
continuity for pupils with special needs.
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Personal Development

At Ovingham Middle School we pride ourselves in being an inclusive family. We successfully
work with pupils with a range of potential barriers to
learning and inclusion, from specific learning difficulties,
to pupils with physical limitations. Staff regularly receive
training to raise awareness about how to support pupils
with a range of difficulties. We also draw on the support
of a range of external providers. We celebrate what every
pupil can achieve, rather than focusing on what they
cannot do.
Ovingham Middle School is well designed for access, and
we continue to make improvements. Our school is a single
level building which immediately helps with movement
into and around the school. All of our main entrances,
including pupil entrances, have ramps to give easy access
to wheel chair users or pupils with physical disabilities.
Our zebra crossings from the car/bus park, footpaths and
key junctions and doorways have sensory pavement tiles
to support visually impaired people. We have a purpose
built toilet and hygiene room for disabled users of the
building, which includes a shower and a physiotherapy bed with hoist access. Pupils at OMS
have a fantastic reputation for supporting those with difficulties.
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Behaviour

Behaviour at Ovingham Middle School is excellent. This is due to the positive and stimulating
environment, the support of parents, and most importantly, the fantastic young people who
come here. Many of the systems that help pupils feel safe, secure and encouraged to behave in
a positive manner are run by pupils themselves and when they do the right thing, it gets
noticed. Most children respond to this positive approach where their efforts are seen to be
valued, and make considerable efforts to improve their work, and, where necessary, their
behaviour.
Our incentive schemes are based on house points through which children can be rewarded for
academic and non-academic achievements, for effort and for being caring, and for all aspects
of good work and behaviour. Children are encouraged to display their achievements. They
share success in assemblies, the website, newsletters and in class.
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As a whole-school community we take children’s rights seriously; we use the Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC) as a framework for much of what we do. In November 2018 we achieved the highest level
of Unicef UK’s Rights Respecting Schools Award as recognition of our sustained practical commitment.
Run by Unicef UK, the scheme puts children’s rights at the heart of life in participating schools across the
UK. It is based on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The convention is universal –
it is about protecting and promoting the rights of all children across the world.
Children at Ovingham Middle School have learnt about children’s rights, when these rights are not met,
and a wide range of social issues linked to these rights. There continues to be work linked to RRSA across
the curriculum, especially in PSHE lessons but often in other subjects too.
This is closely linked to our promotion of global citizenship and sustainable
development. Our pupils are aware of challenges and issues in the wider world – and how they can make
a contribution to protecting children’s rights and the planet on which we all depend. A good
example is our participation in the autumn 2018 Outright project, with children learning about
the dangers posed by air pollution – and having a voice to call for measures to promote clean air for all.
We have successfully developed ways of ensuring that children’s rights are being fulfilled for our pupils.
We are constantly promoting a culture of mutual respect – for staff, for pupils and for the environment –
and the values embodied in the Convention. Our School Council is helping pupils have a voice in wholeschool decisions and initiatives.
For more information about the award, visit UNICEF’s website at http://www.unicef.org.uk/rightsrespecting-sch.
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Extra-Curricular
Opportunities
As a school we offer pupils opportunities to participate in
a variety of extra-curricular activities. At any time a wide
range of are on offer, and include: A variety of sports for
those of all interests and abilities ,ICT Club, Chess Club,
Stationary Shop, Film Club, Mindfulness, Nintendo Club,
Singing group, Dr Who Club, Eco/Gardening club, the
annual School Play and Homework Club.
We also offer a range of music lessons via Music
Partnership North and afterschool sessions of Karate and
Drama.
In addition to these activities we also offer pupils the
opportunity to take on extra responsibilities in the roles of
- House and Sports Captains, School Council, Librarians
and Reading Ambassadors

(Sadly, at the moment due to current guidelines we are
not able to offer our full range of activities, however we
hope to be able to as soon as it is safe to do so)
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Residential Visits
All year groups have the opportunity to take part in
residential visits, which are planned at providing new and
exciting experiences.
Year 5 make an annual two night visit to Dukeshouse
Wood in Hexham.
Year 6 take part in an activity residential for two nights
at Robinwood Activity Centre in Cumbria, where they
experience climbing, abseiling, kayaking and lots more
Year 7 have the opportunity to enhance their French skills
by taking a week’s stay in France, indulging in the local
culture.
Year 8 have the opportunities to take part in a Belgium
trip based on war poetry and also a Lake District visit; an
adrenaline fuelled week of ghyll ascending, caving,
climbing run by the outdoor education provider ‘Cumbria
Outdoors’.
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How to find us
Ovingham Middle School is located at the outer
west end of the Tyne Valley Village of Ovingham.
By Car
The school is easily accessible by car and we
have a large visitor car park on site.
Walk

Contact Us
Headteacher: Jenny Bullock
Address:
Ovingham Middle School
Ovingham
Prudhoe
Northumberland
NE42 6DE
Phone: 01661 833215
Email: admin@ovinghammiddle.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ovinghammiddleschool/
https://twitter.com/middleovingham?lang=en

For those who live locally in Ovingham Village,
we are a ten minute walk away
Cycle
Pupils are welcome to cycle to school and we are
currently increasing our capacity on site for bike
storage.
Bus
The Tynedale express X84 bus stops directly
outside the school gate
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