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Welcome to our first reading newsletter of the new academic year and our first
ever one! Whether your child hasn’t been able to put a book down during
lockdown and summer, or if you’ve struggled to get them to pick one up, this
newsletter is for you!
This newsletter will be released every term and is a chance to find out about new,
high quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry as well as a chance to get tips and up to
date information about helping your child with their reading journey.
As always, your support is hugely appreciated,
Miss Quinn (English Co-ordinator)

The Importance of Reading for Pleasure
There is overwhelming evidence that
literacy has a significant relationship
to people's life chances. Reading for
pleasure is more important than
either wealth or social class as an
indicator of success at school.
If your child isn’t a ‘book worm’ yet,
don’t worry! There are so many
wonderful and exciting authors out
there, that there’s a book to engage
and inspire your child out there…
they just may not have discovered it
yet!
We have a whole range of fiction
and non-fiction books in our library
from a variety of authors. We also
have a big range of graphic novels

and quick reads too! There is
something for everyone!

Author Spotlight

Dan Smith

A special message from Dan…
Strange times, eh? Lockdown. Social distancing. Family bubbles. Face masks. It’s been weird,
hasn’t it? Mind you, I couldn’t go anywhere, so I finally got around to doing things in the
garden that I was supposed to do years ago. I’ve dug, rotavated (look it up), shovelled, cut,
planted, shifted, and cemented. I’ve also written three books - two for my usual publisher
Chicken House, and one for a publisher called Barrington Stoke which specialises in shorter,
easy-read novellas. AND, I have a new book coming out on 3rd September from Barrington
Stoke. It’s a creepy sci-fi horror called The Invasion of Crooked Oak which will scare your pants
off!
True.
But this summer hasn’t been all about work. It has also been about watching some exciting
films, a bit of gaming on my PlayStation, and (of course!!) sitting in the sun (when it’s there) and
reading some great books.
Reading is an excellent way to relax. Sometimes I get lost in the story, and other times I find
myself looking up from the page and staring into space as I imagine myself in another world,
doing other things. So this summer I’ve been a boxer, a hunter, a detective, a robot, a vampire,
an astronaut, and a kid growing up on an estate in London. I’ve been to sea, space, the
mountains, the city, and the countryside. I’ve even travelled through time. All of that without
leaving my house! That’s the power of stories. I really don’t know how I’d cope without them.

So, you want a couple of recommendations? Well, I’ve read some great books this summer but
a couple of my favourites are: Orion Lost by Alastair Chisholm – a fast-paced adventure about
some kids who get stranded in space. The Good Hawk – a fantasy adventure about two unlikely
heroes who set off on a great adventure to save their clan. If you’re looking for a good story to
lose yourself in, both of those would be a good bet.
I hope everything goes well when you head back to school. I hope you guys all have a fantastic
term and that you have some excellent adventures. And when these strange times are over,
maybe I’ll be able to come and visit you again.

Have you been to..?
Forum Books, Corbridge

Barter Books, Alnwick

This book shop is without a doubt my
favourite. As well as thousands upon
thousands of second hand books, it has many
https://www.forumbooksshop.com/
extra features: open fires in the winter; the
and the shop is open Wednesday to Saturday.
Station Buffet with good plain food, coffee, tea
You will always be attended to by very
and cookies; Paradise, the new ice cream
knowledgeable staff. Many books will be signed parlour; a model railway acting as a link
copies, and should they not have a book in
between the book columns of the central
stock, they will soon get it for you
room, along with poetry lines; three stunning
To pre-order, just email them at
40-foot murals as well as numerous restored
hello@forumbooksandkids.com
station features. It really is something to
behold and I never leave empty handed.
Perfect for adults and children alike!
This little gem of a bookshop has recently
opened up again. Books can be ordered online

Can you recommend another local bookshop? Get in touch with Miss Quinn and it could be
mentioned in our next edition!

Our School Library
Our school library is run by our
brilliant School Librarians. This year
our librarians are Maddy, Sadie,
Olivia F, Isabella, Olivia C, Keira and
Chloe. They are very excited to get
started! Unfortunately, due to Covid
restrictions, our library remains
closed currently, but we are hopeful
we will be able to open it soon!

Our Librarians will be supported by our brand-new Reading Ambassadors who you
will hear more from in our next newsletter. Our ambassadors for this year are
Daisy, Beth, Jenna, Isabel, Helen and Becky.

Fiction: Recommended Reads
‘The Boy who Flew’ by Fleur Hitchcock
Aimed at: Year 5 & 6 readers.
If you enjoy mystery and excitement, then this book is for you!
Athan Wilde dreams of flight. When his friend, Mr Chen, is
murdered, Athan must rescue the flying machine they were
building together and stop it falling into the wrong hands. But
keeping the machine safe puts his family in terrible danger.
What will Athan choose - flight or family?

WILDSPARK’ by Vashti Hardy
Aimed at: Year 5 and 6 readers.
Wildspark is set in a world of incredible technology where the
spirits of the dead can be given a second chance at life within
animal-form mechanical bodies. Prue, with her aptitude for the
mechanical, takes her brother’s place at the school of
mechanical science in the city of Medlock. Prue’s secret goal is
to find a way to bring back her brother, complete with the
memories that other second-lifers lack.

The Girl who Stole an Elephant by Nizrana Farook
Aimed at: Year 5 and 6 readers
Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and
a gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure
through the jungle where revolution is stirring and leeches lurk.
Will stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of
everything for the intrepid gang?

The Good Thieves by Katherine Rundell
Aimed at: Year 6 and 7 readers
Fresh off the boat from England, Vita Marlowe has a job to do.
Her beloved grandfather Jack has been cheated out of his
home and possessions by a notorious conman with Mafia
connections. Seeing Jack's spirit is broken, Vita is desperate to
make him happy again, so she devises a plan to outwit his
enemies and recover his home. She finds a young pickpocket,

working the streets of the city. And, nearby, two boys with
highly unusual skills and secrets of their own are about to be
pulled into her lawless, death-defying plan.

Fiction: Recommended Reads
The Lost Soul Atlas by Zana Fraillon
Aimed at: Year 7 and 8 readers.
A boy awakens in the Afterlife, with a pocketful of vague
memories, a key, a raven, and a mysterious atlas to guide him
as he sets out to piece together what happened, and try to find
his way home ... Loyalty will be tested, and a cruel twist of fate
will lead to an act of ultimate betrayal in this epic story that
spans a city, a decade, and the divide of life and death itself.
From the award-winning author of The Bone Sparrow.

The Skylark’s War by Hilary McKay
Aimed at: Year 7 readers.
Winner of the Costa Children's Book Award 2018 | A Julia
Eccleshare Pick of the Month October 2018. Award winning
Hilary McKay tells a captivating and deeply moving story of
three young people growing up in the years before and during
World War One.

No Fixed Address by Susan Nielsen
Aimed at: Year 8 readers
‘No Fixed Address is about Felix, a boy whose mum loses her
job and moves them into a camper van while they look for a
new home. The novel explores the pitfalls of the poverty trap,
such as the difficulties in finding a job or new house to rent
without already having a home. It is both a heartfelt exploration
about the reality of living below the poverty line and a timely
wake-up call.

The Girl Who Became a Tree by Joseph Coelho
Aimed at: Year 8 readers
A story told through poetry. Daphne is unbearably sad and
adrift. She feels the painful loss of her father acutely and seeks
solace both in the security of her local library and the escape
her phone screen provides by blocking out the world around
her. As Daphne tries to make sense of what has happened,
she recalls memories of shared times and stories past, and in
facing the darkness she finds a way back from the tangle of
fear and confusion, to feel connected once more with her
friends and family

Poetry Page
This term Year 8 will be studying War Poetry, a
unit exploring the poems written during WW1.
Here are ten facts about Owen.
1) To this day Owen is thought of as the leading poet of WW1.
2) Owen’s poetry was on the horrors of WWI, especially trench
warfare and gas warfare.
3) Owen’s poetry dates back to 1903 when he was 10 years old.
4) The poetry Owen wrote was influenced by Keats and Shelley.
Later on, his friend and fellow poet Siegfried Sassoon also had a
profound effect on Owen’s poetic voice.
5) Owen never saw his own worked published other than two
magazines.
6) Edmund Blunden re-introduced Owens to the public in the 1960s
with a renewed interest in poetry.
7) Only five of his poems have been published during Owen’s
lifetime.
8) Enthusiastic at the start of the war, Owen changed his opinion
after being in battle.
9) Owen was traumatised by two events, suffering shell-shock. He
was blown into the air by a mortar and landing in the remains of a
fellow officer and was trapped for several days in a German dug out.
10) Wilfred Owen was killed one week before the hostilities ended.
As his parents were listening to the bells of the local church
celebrating the armistice, the doorbell rang with the news every
person dreaded.

The Last Laugh by Wilfred Owen
‘O Jesus Christ! I’m hit,’ he said; and died.
Whether he vainly cursed or prayed indeed,
The Bullets chirped—In vain, vain, vain!
Machine-guns chuckled—Tut-tut! Tut-tut!
And the Big Gun guffawed.
Another sighed,—‘O Mother,—mother,—Dad!’
Then smiled at nothing, childlike, being dead.
And the lofty Shrapnel-cloud
Leisurely gestured,—Fool!
And the splinters spat, and tittered.
‘My Love!’ one moaned. Love-languid seemed his mood,
Till slowly lowered, his whole face kissed the mud.
And the Bayonets’ long teeth grinned;
Rabbles of Shells hooted and groaned;
And the Gas hissed.

Word Origin WOW-er!
Did you know that the Old English word ‘aeppel’
(apple) was used to describe any kind of fruit?
Peach was ‘persicum’ in Latin (Persian apple).
Pomegranate was ‘apple with many seeds.’
Pineapple was named as a ‘fruit’ that looked like a
‘pine cone.’

Guiding Children’s Reading Choice
Does your child always read books by the same author or the same genre of
book? Children’s choice about what they read is really important, but it’s also
important that they know what’s out there to be able to make an informed choice,
with adults guiding them towards quality books wherever possible. Any reading is
better than no reading, so it’s not worth a battle, but children’s series can often
contain the same sort of style and vocabulary, making children read more
passively (especially if the book has been made into a film that they have seen.)
‘Banning’ books by certain authors can make the problem worse… so why not
offer your child one of these alternatives if they have got stuck on one of the most
common series of books? Get in touch if you’d like any further support with this
and we would be glad to help.

Reading for Pleasure Tube Map by @MisterBodd

October: Black History Month
Each year, the whole month of October is dedicated to highlighting the importance of
understanding Black History. There are many books available to open up discussions and these
are just a small sample. For more about Black History Month, see the official website
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
Planet Omar – Accidental Trouble Magnet by Zanib Mian
Planet Omar has all of the everyday family drama and silly humour of
Tom Gates, and it's wonderful to read a funny book for kids featuring a
Muslim family. Book 2 (Unexpected Super Spy) and Book 3 (Incredible
Rescue Mission) in the Planet Omar series are also available.

Young, Gifted and Black by Jamia Wilson
Meet 52 icons of colour from the past and present in this collection of
stories about strong, courageous, talented and diverse men and
women: the perfect read to encourage, inspire and empower children
young and old.

Fly Me Home by Polly Ho-Yen
As she struggles to adjust to life in a new country, Leelu dreams of flying
back home to her father and the life she left behind. London is grey and
cold, there’s concrete everywhere; she doesn’t want to be here. Leelu
feels so lonely – but she’s not alone. Soon she discovers someone is
leaving gifts for her, wondrous gifts that bring her curious magical
powers. Will they help her find her way home? Filled with magic, family
and friendship, this is an unforgettable and moving tale of one family’s
battle to belong.
Martin Luther King, Jr – Little People, Big Dreams
This moving book features stylish and quirky illustrations and extra facts
at the back, including a biographical timeline with historical photos and a
detailed profile of the inspiring activist’s life.

How High the Moon by Karyn Parsons
Bullied for her light skin tone and missing her absent mother, life isn’t
always sunny for 12-year-old Ella, growing up in segregated Alcolu in
1944. So, she’s ecstatic when her mother – pursuing her jazz singer
dreams in Boston – invites her for Christmas. But whilst there, Ella
discovers the secrets of her mother and the father she never knew –
and her most unexpected family history. And upon her return to the
South a month later, life changes even more with the news that her
classmate has been arrested for the murder of two local white girls.
Nothing will ever be the same…

Extreme Reading!
A big thank you to every single person who sent in a photo for this summer’s
Extreme Reading challenge. We had some brilliant entries from reading in a
suitcase and at Edinburgh Zoo to the top of Cairn O’Mounth 455 meters above sea
level. Here are a selection of photos below…

Exciting dates, events and competitions to get
involved with!
Rotary Young Writer Competition
Open now
The Rotary hosts a range of competitions to
encourage and celebrate young talent. The
Young Writer competition offers participants
chance to express themselves and get creative
with the written word. After being given a
theme, participants can choose to write fiction
or non-fiction, a story or a poem. It’s a chance
to be imaginative.
https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/young-peopl
e/competitions/
Wild About Writing: Creative Writing
Competition
Closing date: 13th September
Piers Torday (author of the incredible ‘The Last
Wild’ a
 nd other books,) has teamed up with
Hachette Children’s to bring a spectacular
creative writing competition, with the chance to
win £500 worth of books!
Visit
https://pages.hachette.co.uk/piers-torday-writin
g-competition/ for details.
Roald Dahl Day
13th September
Celebrated every year on the anniversary of
his birthday, the unofficial holiday celebrates
all the characters created by the much loved
and read children's author.
https://www.roalddahl.com

Reading is Magic Festival
27th September – 2nd October
An online festival packed full of engaging
activities for all readers, in association with
Cressida Cowell, children’s laureate and
author of ‘How to Train your Dragon.’
Sign up for updates and see the latest
information at
www.readingismagicfestival.com/

National Poetry Day and Competition
1st October
National Poetry Day generates an explosion of
activity nationwide, thousands of amazing
events across the UK – in schools, libraries,
bookshops and hospitals, on buses, trains and
boats – all celebrating poetry’s power to bring
people together. The 2020 theme is Vision.
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/
The Blue Peter Book Award (shortlist
announced in November, winner
announced on World Book Day 2021)
Since 2000, the enormously popular and
influential Blue Peter Book Awards have been
recognising and celebrating the best authors,
the most creative illustrators and the greatest
reads for children. The winning titles were
voted for by over 300 children from 12 schools
across the UK. Taking the top spot of Best
Book this year was Facts is Rise Up: Ordinary
Kids with Extraordinary Stories by Amanda Li
and illustrated by Amy Blackwell. Winning the
Best Story prize was Wildspark by Vashti
Hardy.
Costa Book Awards (shortlist on 24th
November, winner announced in Jan 2021)
The Costa Book Awards honours books written
by authors based in the UK and Ireland. There
are five categories: First Novel, Novel,
Biography, Poetry and Children's Book, with
one of the five winners chosen as Book of the
Year. The 2019 Children’s Book winner was
Jasbinder Bilan with her book Asha & the Spirit
Bird. The winner is announced every January.
www.costabookawards.com
Have you read a book you’d love to recommend in the newsletter?
Write a recommendation with the title, author, your name and a reason why you’d recommend it,
to be in with a chance of it being featured in our next newsletter in the spring!
Happy

reading!

