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14th May 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children of Ovingham Middle, 

We hope this letter finds you safe and well. 

I am sure you are very aware that the government have announced plans to start a phased re-opening of 

schools, possibly beginning on 1st June 2020. 

Everyone will have their own thoughts and opinions regarding the Prime Minister’s announcement and 

there are many factors to consider, but we are working hard to find a solution that is in the best interests 

of our whole school community and we will communicate our plan as clearly and as quickly as possible.  

The DfE have shared guidance on how schools should approach re-opening, but there are still a lot of 

questions to be answered, not least how the guidance relates to communities with a 3-tier education 

system, such as ours. I have been in communication with leaders within the Tyne Community Learning 

Trust, the local authority, national bodies and trade unions and we are awaiting further clarity on several 

issues relating to middle schools. 

Therefore, it is too early to say what our provision will look like. However, it is likely that, at no point 

before the summer, will we be providing full time education for all of our pupils. I assure you that we will 

share our plans with you as soon as we are able, but only when we have all the information required to 

develop provision which prioritises the safety of pupils and staff of Ovingham Middle School. 

We are also very aware that we are approaching the final half term for our Year 8 pupils, and transition 

activities would normally already be well underway. This is always a time of mixed emotions, but this will 

be heightened further given the current circumstances. Please rest assured that we are working closely 

with our partners at PCHS and Highfield Middle School to provide the best possible transition 

arrangements for our Year 8’s. It is important that our pupils know their new school before the summer, 

and that their new teachers know them. Information packs and further details from PCHS will be making 

their way to you soon. 

Thank you for your continued understanding and support as we navigate our way through these 

challenging times. 

Stay safe 

 

Jenny Bullock 

Headteacher  

 


