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Dear Parents and Carers 

School re-opening plans for Year 6 from 2nd June 2020 

Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the parents and carers for the support and patience you 
have given during this difficult time. Being new to the school has certainly been a challenge but I have been 
supported every step of the way by the fabulous team at Ovingham Middle School.  

As you are aware, from 2nd June onwards, we will start to welcome back children in Year 6. We will continue the 
provision for children of key workers and other eligible pupils. Following the recent guidance from the 
Department for Education, we have been working hard to prepare for the safety and welfare of our pupils and 
staff.  

I understand that many parents and carers may feel anxious about their child returning to school. Below you will 
find more information about how the school day will be organised so that you can make an informed decision 
about whether you send your child to school. Please be reminded that ultimately the decision to send your child 
to school is yours and will be based on your individual circumstances. The Government have been clear that, at 
this moment in time, there will be no penalties for parents opting to keep their children at home and continue 
with the home learning provided by school.  Please take a moment also to read the guidance for parents and 
carers issued by the government: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

 

Who can now attend school and from when? 

 Alongside those children who have already been attending school since the school partially closed on 20th 
March 2020, the DfE guidance sets out that we can now expand provision to children in Year 6. 

 Siblings of these year groups, who are in years 5, 7 or 8 are not able to come back to school yet. 
 Homeschooling activities will continue to be provided for children who are not attending school. 
 Children cannot attend if they, or a family member they live with, have symptoms of Covid-19. 
 Any children who are ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’ should not attend school. 
 If someone in your household is ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’ (shielded), the DfE guidance states that 

pupils should only attend if stringent social distancing can be adhered to. This means that the child is able to 
understand and follow those instructions. Whilst we have stringent social distancing measures in place I 
would advise that children are not sent to school in these circumstances and continue with their home 
learning. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june


How classes will be organised  

Children will be organised to be located in a classroom with up to 15 children. Year 6 children will be shared out 
between four groups meaning that they won’t be in their usual class groups or classrooms. Children of key 
workers will be split into a Key Stage 3 group and a Year 5 group. The rooms have been selected to enable us to 
have separate entrances for each group.  

The children will be with the same group of children throughout the whole week. They will not mix with other 
children in the school at any time. 

 Two teaching staff have been allocated to each group but there will only be one teacher in the classroom at 
any one time. Due to staffing considerations, these will not be their normal teachers.  

 There is also a Teaching Assistant allocated to each group who will supervise your children outside for break 
and lunchtimes. 

 Each pupil will be allocated their own individual table within their classroom, and provided with their own set 
of equipment including a pen, pencil, rubber, pencil sharpener, ruler, scissors, glue stick. As such, children 
should not bring in any other equipment from home. Tables have been rearranged to allow for social 
distancing and are two metres apart.  

 Each group has been allocated an outdoor space. This can be accessed at any time throughout the day and 
staff are encouraged to take learning outdoors as much as possible in addition to using the space for break 
and lunchtime. 

 Pupils will be expected to comply with new school rules including social distancing and hand hygiene and 
respect the need to follow all instructions promptly. Obviously these rules have been put into place to keep 
all pupils and staff safe and we will have to take action if children choose not to follow them 

 

Cleaning/Health and Safety –  

 The areas in use around school will be deep cleaned at the end of every day. This includes all classrooms, 
toilets and small corridor areas used by each class. 

 Cleaning equipment will be available in each classroom if any extra cleaning is required throughout the day. 
 Surfaces in the toilets will be cleaned hourly during the day.  
 We will always try to maintain safe distancing in school but please be aware this will be challenging.  
 There is no expectation that staff will routinely wear face coverings. However, staff may wear PPE in very 

specific circumstances. 
 Children will wash their hands as soon as they arrive at school, before and after both lunchtime and 

breaktime. They will also be reminded of hand hygiene when they go to the toilet. 
 

Lunchtime 

 If children require lunch to be provided in school, this will be a ‘packed lunch’ style lunch and no 
options/choices will be available.  

 Pupils will eat in their classrooms at their desks, or outside if the weather allows. If you wish to provide your 
child with a packed lunch from home, we will ask pupils to put all leftovers/rubbish in their bags to take 
home.  

 Pupils should bring a filled water bottle to school. They will get the opportunity to re-fill this from the water 
fountain at specified times during the day. 

 We will not be able to provide any snacks at breaktime so children will need to bring one in if they would like 
one, and again any rubbish will need to be put in pupils bags and taken home. 

 The start of lunch and break times will be staggered. 
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What will children need to bring/wear? 

 Uniform is not required. Children should wear clothes that they feel comfortable in and that is suitable for a 
day at school. 

 Trainers or shoes can be worn. 
 As noted above, children will not need to bring any stationery or equipment in as we will provide them with 

their own individual set.  
 Packed lunch as above if required. 
 As we are moving into the Summer term and hopefully warmer weather children should make sure they take 

precautions by applying sun cream before school on sunny days and and bring a hat if required. 
 

The start/end of the day 

 In order to reduce the number of people at the school gates we have staggered start times: 

 Children arriving on the school buses will arrive at school around 8.30-8.45am 

 All other children should arrive at school for 9am.  

 Children will all leave at 3.30pm at the end of the day. 

 If travelling to school by car, please drop off your children in the car park. Parents will not be able to get out 
of the car with their children. Children will be supervised by their teacher to then go to their designated 
entrances. Parents can park their car at the end of the school day but again will not be able to leave their cars. 

 Children walking to school will enter by the normal gate and will go directly to their entrance 

 It is crucial that as parents/carers, you stress the importance to your children of maintaining social distancing 
on their journeys to and from school, and also out of school hours generally to support our safety measures 
being implemented in school. 

 

Access to the school 

 Our office will be staffed from 8:30 a.m to 4:30 p.m every school day and contact can be made in the usual 
way via email or telephone.  

 Parents will not be allowed to come into school unless in an emergency or by prior appointment.  
 Payments for school meals should be made as normally via parentpay.  

 

 

 



Home Learning 

 For those children in Years 5, 7 and 8 and those in Year 6 who do not return to school on 2nd June, we will 
continue with home/remote learning. There will be some slight changes to the way this is set up and more 
detail about this will follow.  

 It remains essential that all pupils are registering every day.  
 

Next Steps 

We appreciate that making a decision about your child returning to school may be difficult for you. Thankyou for 
all your responses in the survey sent out last week. We now have an indication of the names and numbers of 
children we will be expecting. However, if there are any changes to the responses you gave, please email the 
school office  at admin@ovinghammiddle.co.uk to let us know by 3.30pm on Tuesday 26th May at the latest.  

If you decide not to send your child on 2nd June, you may decide at a later date that you would like them to 
return. We will only be accepting new returners on the Monday of each week, so if you decide that you do not 
want them to return on 2nd  June, the earliest start date will be Monday 8th June. You will need to let us know by 
the Thursday prior to this date (4th June) if you wish them to return on 8th June. The same will apply to following 
weeks, we will need to know by the Thursday prior to their return on the Monday. 

I apologise for the length of this letter but I do want you all to be as clear as possible about what the re-opening 
of school will look like. We are really looking forward to seeing some of our pupils again but it is important for you 
and your children to understand that it will be very different to what we all knew before 23rd March. Thanks once 
again for all your understanding. 

 

Take care and stay safe 

 

Jenny Bullock 

Headteacher 
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