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 15th May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Potential School reopening 

You will be more than aware of the announcement from central government of plans to begin reopening schools 

on June 1st.  I attach for you the guidance for parents on reopening and would ask that you take five minutes to 

read through it. 

What parents and carers need to know about schools and other education settings during the coronavirus 

outbreak 

Schools have been asked to prioritise places for the most vulnerable pupils and for the children of key workers, 

should they require a place, irrespective of the year group. Schools have then been asked to prioritise certain year 

groups as follows: 

We have been told that First schools will open to Nursery children, (where the school has a Nursery), Reception 

children, and Y1 children. 

Middle schools will open to Year 6 pupils. We understand that there will be disagreement regarding the selection 

of this year group but the guidance is that middle schools should remain in line with primary schools nationally to 

ensure equality of provision for year 6 pupils. This is the approach which other middle schools in Northumberland 

are also adhering to.   

In the High school, arrangements are slightly different and again Prudhoe Community High school will 

communicate directly with parents. 

The Trust and Head Teachers in our schools are currently discussing the way forward and being guided by some of 

the clearer guidance issued such as: 

● Classes should be of no more than 15 pupils with small groups in Early Years 

● Classes and groups should remain together in the same class throughout the day this should be with the 

same staff member teacher or support assistant  

● There should be staggered break and lunch times 

● Dining halls or large areas should operate at 50% capacity 

● There should be regular hand washing and cleaning of the school during the day 

● Start and closing times should be staggered to allow for social distancing at collection and drop off 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers


● Travel to and from school. National advice is to minimise the use of public transport due to the risk of 

social contact and we would urge parents to consider the importance of considering alternative ways of 

getting your children to school safely. 

 

What we can surmise from the list above is that any return to school will not be ‘normal’ and the children need to 

be supported to understand this. We are having to completely rethink school and how we manage it on a day-to-

day basis. The ambition is to open from 1 June, but only if the science supports this and is dependent on 5 key 

health measures being met. It is also dependent on us being able to ensure that we are able to put all health and 

safety measures in place to ensure the safety of pupils and staff.We will do our very best! 

In order to support us with planning, and enable us to formulate a clear risk assessment, we need to know how 

many pupils we will expect in Ovingham Middle School. Can you please therefore complete the short survey 

which can be found by clicking on the link below: 

https://forms.gle/PkWmoDYU1epAf4m76 

We are aiming to collect as many responses from the survey as possible including from those parents who have 

been attending school during closure. If we don’t receive a response we will assume either that you intend to 

keep your child at home, or your child doesn’t fit into any of the eligible groups as follows: 

● Vulnerable children (those with a social worker and/or has an EHCP) 

● Child of a key worker 

● Year 6 

 

We fully appreciate that, if your child fits into any of the eligible groups, you may choose to keep your child at 

home if your individual circumstances can accommodate it. 

I appreciate that this is not straightforward and I thank you for your ongoing support and patience. We 

understand that the potential re-opening of schools may present much anxiety for you and we emphasise that 

safety is of the utmost importance in this planning; the safety of your children, the staff in schools and the wider 

community as we all have our part to play in ensuring there is no second outbreak. The Trust will be inviting you 

to comment and ask questions as we move forward so I appreciate you holding back with your queries. Our plan 

is to share our risk assessments and a FAQ with you once the picture is clearer. 

 

Best wishes 

Jenny Bullock 

Headteacher 

 

https://forms.gle/PkWmoDYU1epAf4m76

