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1st May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Hello to you all! I am delighted to be taking up the role of your new Headteacher. Of course when I accepted the 

post back in February I could never have anticipated that I would be starting in such strange circumstances. Whilst 

the school building itself is not accessible to all, I am aware that Mr Lakey and all the staff have been working 

incredibly hard to ensure continuity of learning for pupils and to prioritise the safety and well-being of all within 

the school community. I would like to thank him for all the work he has done and the help he has given me in 

recent weeks; he has told me all about Ovingham Middle and I am so excited to be starting my new job in such a 

lovely school. I know he will be such a big miss in school and his are big shoes to step into, but I aim to continue 

the fabulous job Mr Lakey has been doing in providing solid and stable school leadership. I am looking forward to 

working with the staff, parents, governors and other schools within the Tyne Community Learning Trust in making 

sure your children receive the best educational opportunities and experiences which will allow them to grow and 

flourish academically and socially.  

In starting my new role, I would normally have convened a meeting to give us the opportunity to meet each 

other. However, as the world seems to have turned upside down this won’t be possible in the immediate future. I 

still feel it is important that you know I am here to answer any queries or concerns you might have. To echo Mr 

Lakey’s letter, we understand what a difficult time this is for everyone at the moment and that you may be 

anxious, or have worries or frustrations. Please don’t hesitate to email school with any concerns you have; we will 

happily talk through any issues with you.  I want to reinforce that the communication between home and school 

is something I value and will promote and support at all times. 

Obviously, my priority on starting would have been getting to know the pupils. I will send something out next 

week to you which I would ask you to share with your children; this is not an ideal way to introduce myself but I 

would like to give them the chance to at least know who I am! I am thinking about other ways in which I can start 

to find out a bit more about the children remotely but I need to wait to see what technology is available to me! 

There has been much in the news about what might happen when schools re-open. Whilst we need to wait for 

guidance on this, we are focused for the time being on ensuring that we are doing the best that we can in the 

current situation. If there is anything that you think that we can do to help in supporting your child further then 

please don’t hesitate to get in contact. Regular updates will be on the school website. 



 

 

In the meantime, the priority for us all is to keep safe and well. I very much look forward to meeting you all in 

person in safer and more settled times.  

 

Best wishes to you all 

 

 

Mrs Jenny Bullock 

 

 


