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29th April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As you are all aware on Thursday Mr Lakey is retiring from Ovingham Middle School. I could not let this occasion 

pass without publicly saying a massive thank you to him for all his hard work and commitment to OMS over the 

past 20 years.  

His last year at the school when maybe he should have been winding down to retirement has probably been one 

of the toughest of his career. He came back in September intending to fulfil his last term of work as deputy head 

only to find himself in the position of acting head.  He then agreed to postpone his retirement until Easter (and 

again until April.)  

Since the middle of March, he has been leading a situation at the school that no one could possibly have 

envisaged. He has done this, as I am sure you will agree, with the interest of the children and their families at the 

centre of all decisions. Supported by a brilliant staff he has implemented systems for providing work for children 

at home, organised provision for the children of key workers and ensured comprehensive, timely communication 

with staff, parents, carers and pupils. 

I have known Mr Lakey since he started working at OMS and have been so impressed by his loyalty to the school. 

He is a person of great integrity, with a love for the job he does and always wants the best for the pupils in school. 

I am sure present and past pupils, parents, staff and governors will have great memories of working with him. 

He will be a great miss to the school, but while missing Mr Lakey I and other governors are looking forward to 

working with Mrs Jennifer Bullock who will be starting her new job as headteacher at the beginning of May. She 

has already been communicating closely with Mr Lakey and Trust staff and after commencing at Ovingham will be 

in touch with you all. 

Finally, I and the governing body sincerely thank Mr Lakey and wish him well in his retirement. 

Best wishes and stay safe. 

 

Kathryn Brown 

Chair of Governors 

 


