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30th April 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As you are all aware Mr Lakey is retiring today.  Mr Lakey has worked at Ovingham Middle school for 20 years and 

has been a valuable and well respected member of the OMS team during this time.  I’m sure this is not the way 

Mr Lakey envisaged finishing his teaching career and it is certainly not the way we wanted to say goodbye to him. 

During his substantial time at OMS, Mr Lakey has taught a considerable range of subjects including: Technology, 

Maths, ICT and many more.  The pupils who have been taught by him, and their parents, will know how seriously 

he takes any lesson he teaches and how much energy he puts into each lesson.  He is often found at lunchtime 

surrounded by pupils, answering questions and helping them with things they haven’t understood – often from 

subjects he doesn’t even teach them for.  It was also evident in the messages from pupils how much they have 

learnt from him and how much they have enjoyed his lessons.  This same message comes through about the 

assemblies he delivers to the pupils each week, they are often talked about for days after. 

Over the past twenty years, Mr Lakey has accompanied and organised a countless number of trips.  He has 

attended every single visit to Robinwood for the past 15 years, excluding this year when he still managed a day 

visit!  He has been on several Year 5 residentials, the French trip, Wooler and organised the school ski trip to 

France for many years.  I know many of the memories that the children have are of these residentials and of being 

in Mr Lakey’s group – cherished memories they will never forget.  On top of this he has organised numerous day 

trips and coordinated the school’s very successful sponsored walk.  I know staff, pupils and parents all appreciate 

the time, effort and dedication that has gone into all of this. 

Mr Lakey, as most of you are aware, is a keen wildlife fan and started running an Aquaponics club a couple of 

years ago.  There have been many pupils involved in helping with the running of this and not only have they learnt 

a huge amount about aquaponics but they have also thoroughly enjoyed their time doing this and so has Mr 

Lakey.  Even this year when he has had thousands of things to organise and sort out he would always find time for 

them.    

The number of messages we have received wishing him well is indicative of the high regard in which he is held.  

The messages all show the respect he has earned due to his professional and caring attitude towards staff, pupils 

and parents.  He cares a great deal about Ovingham Middle and I know he will miss everyone greatly. 

Over the past 20 years Mr Lakey has been Acting Head on three separate occasions and has done a fabulous job 

every time – unfortunately we still couldn’t convince him to become Head!  This year has definitely been the 

trickiest.  I’m sure when Mr Lakey returned in September, with plans of his retirement in sight, he could never 



have imagined what he would have to deal with in the last couple of months.  We have been so lucky as a school 

to have Mr Lakey in charge over this time, no one could have asked for a better leader. 

Mr Lakey is going to be a huge miss to OMS: to pupils, to parents, to staff, to the whole OMS community. We wish 

him every luck with his retirement and really do hope he can get started on some of his retirement plans soon.  As 

the sun sets on his teaching career, we can already envisage him chugging along in his Landrover, twitching with 

his binoculars and touring Europe in his converted campervan.  Let’s hope he’ll still come back to commentate for 

us on Sports day!   

Take care, Mr Lakey - we’ll miss you! 

From all of the staff at OMS 

 


