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30th April 2020  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you are all keeping well and taking care of yourselves and each other.  

 

The lockdown is extremely difficult for everyone and I’d like to thank you for everything you are doing to support 

our school through this very strange time.  I know it will be very difficult for pupils and parents doing school work 

at home. This might sound strange, but I’ve started to crave teaching maths lessons! My last day in school was 

this Monday and the pupils did me a massive favour by doing their maths work first thing in the morning, so I 

could help them out. Whilst this was a joy for me, I can well understand that helping your children at home may 

be an added strain and frustration you can well do without. Please do not worry about this! The most important 

thing for all of us during this time is that we look after our general wellbeing and harmony in our homes. 

Naturally, we do expect our pupils to be trying their genuine best at the work that their teachers are setting for 

them. However, we do not want anyone worrying about work they can’t do. Submit what you can and the 

teachers will help you out as best they can. That is all that can be asked of any of us in the circumstances. Please 

try, but please don’t worry.  

 

Our online, Google, school registration system is working brilliantly. The collective effort towards this has been 

absolutely tremendous and I can’t thank you enough for your support with this. We are still making some 

courtesy calls, so don’t be alarmed if you get a call from a member of staff. (It will probably be from a blocked 

number) And, on a similar note, if you need a listening ear then please do email school and ask to talk to a 

member of staff. We are very used to talking to people, confidentially. Please remember, we are here to help if 

we can. 

 

Unfortunately, this is my last letter to you all. To be honest, last summer, when I wrote my letter requesting early 

retirement, I was definitely ready to leave. However, the new school year, in September, saw an unexpected 

change. Being Acting Head this year has been a challenge, but I’ve thoroughly enjoyed it. The support from pupils, 

parents, staff, governors and our CEO has been humbling. This will sound odd, but it really has been an exciting 

time for me as it has enabled me to get immersed in the school again. However, I had been making plans, for a 

year or two, to retire at fifty five and once you’ve planned out a different future, it difficult to walk away from it. 

So, it is with very mixed feelings that I leave today. I’m very lucky in that I have decades of extremely happy 

memories to look back on. I’ve loved teaching Maths, Science and Technology. But, like the pupils, the most 

lasting memories will probably come from the dozens of residential visits I’ve been on with every year group of 

children. I can even vividly remember going on my own school ski visit when I was a child and feel very privileged 

to have been able to provide that experience for my own pupils. Of course being at OMS for over twenty years I 

have gotten to know many of you very well, especially if you have had two or three children come through the 



school. These relationships become very special; have been greatly appreciated over the years and will continue 

to mean a lot to me. I’ve had people sending me emails and cards to school and even parents turning up to leave 

presents and cards at the school door! It’s extremely kind and I can’t thank you all enough. It has made this very 

unusual day, during this bizarre time, very memorable indeed. Thank you! 

 

I owe every single member of staff, past and present, a massive debt of thanks for their support and friendship 

over the years. During the last two terms the team spirit has been fantastic and I will be forever grateful to the 

staff for that. 

 

Our new Headteacher, Mrs Bullock, starts tomorrow. It’s going to be a very strange first day for her! We’ve had 

several video meetings over recent weeks and I know she is very excited to be joining the school. I wish her every 

success in the role and I’m sure the school will be in safe hands for the future. 

 

Finally, I’d like to thank every pupil I’ve ever worked with. Seeing them learn and grow is what makes the job so 

special. I don’t think they realise how much it means to staff when they come back to visit us after they have left. 

Many thanks to all of you! 

 

I wish everyone a safe and happy future. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Mr Lakey 

 

 

 

 


