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27th March 2020  
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

I don’t want to send too many letters, but at the same time I do think it’s important to keep you informed and to 

simply keep in touch! 

First of all, I must thank you for the many emails of support that we have received over the last week, and not just 

from the families of the children we are caring for! They are greatly appreciated and very welcome, as positive 

contact from the outside world is a massive boost to morale.  

Thank you to whoever got our school letter to the police officer who visited our school. The contact was made very 

quickly and she emailed us first thing in the morning. She was just as thrilled with the mention in the letter, as we 

were to see her that day.  

I’m sure you can imagine that last Thursday and Friday, following the Government announcement that only key 

worker families would be allowed in school, it got extremely hectic for us in school. During that time we set up 

‘Classrooms’ in School 360 for us to put work in to for the children to do at home. We were quite chuffed with it 

then, but have quickly realised that those classrooms are filling up rapidly and are becoming unwieldly. So, we have 

decided to come up with a different system that will allow us to group the work more easily and allow everyone to 

locate work so much more easily. As you read this letter, Mr Kane is setting up a different arrangement of 

classrooms to facilitate this. We are hoping that by Sunday evening you we all receive a separate email (To the 

email address on our Schoolcomms system) with each pupil’s individual codes to log in to the new arrangement of 

classrooms. As this national crisis looks to be with us for a very long time, I’ve decided that the sooner we sort the 

system out, the better. I do apologise for the hassle, but it will be better in the long run. Remember, if you or your 

child are having trouble with School 360, we are here to help. Email admin@ovinghammiddle.co.uk and we’ll get 

you sorted. Do NOT worry about it! 

On the subject of academic work, remember we need to get a balance. There will be some pupils who will be, let’s 

say, ‘laid back about it’. Please tell them, from me, that they need to do doing their bit, so that nobody in the family 

has to nag them. On the other hand, I know some pupils are getting stressed about not getting things done. Please 

tell those children, from me, that they MUST NOT worry.  They should do what they can reasonably do! The most 

important thing is that everyone, in each family, supports everyone else in the family, so you all feel good. Structure 

and routine is good for people. However, what we have learned this week is that this can’t be rigid in the 

circumstances in which we are currently living. We’ve been able to go for about thirty minutes, on any particular 

task, before we have had to change what we were doing. You know your child, you know yourself, please get a 

balance and don’t stress each other. 
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We’ve had some good suggestions of relaxing and mindfulness things to do. Things that all of us could try to help 

get ourselves through this. Thank you if you have sent any of these suggestions in. We’ll share them with you at the 

beginning of next week. Take them or leave them, but I reckon we’ll all need a little something to help us, as we sit 

tight and see this through. One suggestion is joining an online pub quiz LINKY  (Shame on anyone raising their 

eyebrows at mindfulness activities  )  

We’ll keep writing, but please keep in touch with us too. Human connectivity is good. 

Stay home and stay safe! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr I Lakey 

Acting Headteacher 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lancashire-52065425

