
Drummers 
descend on 
Hexham for 
the 1st Drum 
Festival.
 

International stars from the world of Drumming 
are heading to Hexham to bring us all a free, all 
day Drum Festival culminating in an evening Gala 
Concert, at Hexham’s Queen’s Hall on Saturday 
25th January 2020.

The Mark Jon Bolderson Percussion Foundation, set up in memory 
of Hexham born drummer Mark Bolderson, are hosting the event 
with funding from Northumberland County Council’s Cultural Fund.

There will be performances and workshops throughout the day for 
all to try a hand at different styles of drumming and the evening 
Gala Concert will commence with Internationally renowned street 
drumming troop ‘Spark’ lighting up the stage. They have performed 
all over the globe with the majority of the performers hailing from 
the North East so it will be electrifying to have them support 
the Foundation on home turf.  It will also feature Owen Gunnell, 
Millennial Percussion and The Corp of Army Musicians. There are a 
limited number of free tickets for the Concert, available now at  
The Queens Hall box office.

The day will open with local lad Martyn Kaine who since studying 
under North East Drum Educator Geoff Hutchinson, has gone on 
to international fame playing with Kyle Eastwood (Clint’s son!), and 
with the band Brotherly, to name a few, with a residency at Ronnie 
Scott’s Jazz Club in London. Martyn will run a drum kit workshop 
and will be available throughout the day for one to one drum clinics 
with Geoff Hutchinson.

North Easterner Will Lang is a modern British Folk musician, 
composer and producer. He will lead a workshop and demonstration 
on the Irish folk drum Bodhran  Will is one of the most versatile 
musicians on the British Folk scene today and is well known for 
his collaborations, including Mercury Music Award-winning Nitin 
Sawhney, The National Youth Choir of Great Britain and Northern 
Spirit Singers in the BBCs Choir Of The Year.

Mark Bolderson was a former student of the now ‘Royal’ 
Birmingham Conservatoire, and they are sending up their percussion 
ensemble Millennial Percussion. They play a ground-breaking new 
repertoire alongside classics from composers like Steve Reich, Iannis 
Xenakis and John Cage. February 2017 saw the ensemble perform 
the colossal percussion sextet Persephassa by Xenakis with the 

City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra percussionists as part of 
the CBSO Centre Stage series. Other recent Millennial Percussion 
performances have included the Gymnastics World Cup at Arena 
Birmingham, performing Ben Wallfisch’s Apex, and BBC Young 
Dancer Competition 2019 where the ensemble played live on BBC2 
TV.
They will run 2 workshops and be joined by one of our countries 
leading percussionists, Owen Gunnell. Since winning the percussion 
final of BBC Young Musician in 2000, Owen graduated from the 
Royal College of Music in 2003 and has enjoyed a varied career 
as a percussionist. He has appeared as a soloist with the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra, BBC Concert Orchestra, London Sinfonietta, 
BBC Philharmonic, Britten Sinfonia, Macedonia Symphony Orchestra, 
the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra and Sinfonia Viva, among others. He is one half of the 
percussion duo ‘O Duo’, who have won many prizes and performed 
and been broadcast on television and radio all over the world.

Following his studies at the Conservatoire Mark Bolderson served as 
a musician with the Royal Artillery and The British Army are sending 
up a Corp Of Army Musicians to perform and run a workshop. It will 
be a great opportunity for youngsters to have a chat about a career 
in Army music as their recruitment team will be on hand across the 
day.

There will be samba workshops for beginners and support from 
Prudhoe Community Band in the foyer for an action packed day of 
drumming!

All workshops are free, to register onto a workshop or for 
a one to one drum clinic session please email Amanda at 
mjbpercussionfoundation@gmail.com

Evening Gala Concert tickets are limited, available free in person at 
Queen’s Hall box office. Tickets available by phone 01434 652477 or 
online www.queenshall.co.uk are subject to a 50p admin fee.

The Mark Jon Bolderson Percussion Foundation run workshops, 
hold an annual scholarship and bring tuition and performance 
opportunities to young percussionists in the North East Of England.
You can follow them on Facebook or at 
www.markjonboldersonpercussion.foundation
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