
Ovingham Middle School Subject Overview Year 7  

Subject:  Music

Each column represents an approximate half term starting at 1 = September to October
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Topic The Blues Reggae Folk Music

Areas of curriculum 
covered

To develop listening, composing and 
performing skills through exploring The Blues. 
Pupils learn about the history, origin and 
development of the Blues, its 12-bar structure, 
and a walking bass line. They explore melodic 
improvisation using the Blues scale and 
examine the lyrics of blues songs before 
composing their own lyrics. They perform a 
blues song as a group using their lyrics with the 
chords, melody and improvisation used at the 
beginning of the module.  

To explores reggae music and the culture it 
comes from through listening, composing, and 
performing. They learn about the importance 
of bass lines in reggae music and how offbeat 
chords are a key feature of music in this genre. 
They explore the strong and weak beats of the 
bar, syncopation and the effect that this has on 
reggae music before looking at how 
fragmented” melodic parts can be used as bass 
line riffs and melodic hooks.  Pupils look at the 
famous reggae musicians, including Bob 
Marley and his influence on Rastafarianism. 
They explore the different textural layers 
which make up reggae music and perform 
some of these on keyboards.

To analyse, create and perform their own 
musical arrangements of traditional folk songs. 
Pupils listen to examples of folk music from 
different times and different places and 
compare the use of instruments, musical 
elements and compositional devices used. 
 Pupils also explore folk music for social dance 
through learning and taking part in a whole 
class ceilidh dance. 
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Please be aware that each class is unique and although the above planning will be followed as close as possible, at times, and with individual classes, we may deliver 
deeper, extended learning into a topic, move faster to another topic or go slower to make sure we have clarified learning. If you are in any doubt or have any specific 
questions about this subject please contact the subject coordinator:    Mrs Wood


