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RRSA ACCREDITATION REPORT 
GOLD: RIGHTS RESPECTING 
 

School: Ovingham Middle School 

Headteacher: Andrew Bennett 

RRSA coordinator: Alex Snowdon 

Local authority: Northumberland 

Assessors: Alwyn Bathan and Kathy Allan 

Date: 9th October 2018  

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

 
The assessors would like to thank the pupils, leadership team, staff, parents and governors 
for their warm welcome to Ovingham Middle School for the opportunity to speak to the 
school community during the accreditation visit and for the detailed evidence provided prior 
to, and during, to support the process. 
 
It is clear that children’s rights are embedded throughout, and integral to, the school’s vision 
and ethos.  As the Headteacher explained “rights are part of our core values… and 
knowledge of rights and their place in the world means that pupils know rights are an 
entitlement which gives them strength.”  It was evident throughout the visit that pupils and 
adults place a great importance on children’s rights and that the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child is shaping all aspects of school life. 
 
Particular strengths of the school are: 
 

 A committed and passionate leadership who are bringing the UNCRC to life across the 
school. 

 Confident and articulate pupils who are keen to talk about rights, making connections 
from their learning to their own lives and those of others around the world. 

 Respectful and positive relationships across the whole school community. 

 Pupil voice that is encouraged, respected and acted upon leading to pupils feeling 
valued and supported. 

 
Strands A, B and C have all been met. 
 

 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools


 

 

  
 

Gold: Rights Respecting report  
Rights Respecting Schools Award © Unicef UK 2018                          unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools 

2 

2. REQUIREMENTS BEFORE ATTAINING GOLD: 
RIGHTS RESPECTING 

 

 
None 
 
 

 
3. MAINTAINING GOLD: RIGHTS RESPECTING 
STATUS 
 

 
Our experience has shown that there are actions that have proven useful in other RRSA 
schools and settings in helping them to maintain and build on their practice at Gold level. 
Here are our recommendations for your school: 
 

 Continue to develop strategies to take children’s rights and the UNCRC outside the 
school to parents, the community and other schools as the MAT develops.  Utilise the 
enthusiasm and knowledge of pupils to develop training/workshops and be advocates for 
rights. 

 

 To strengthen the sustainability of RRS, continue work to embed the articles, and the 
principles, of the CRC into policies and the SIP.  

 

 Build on the fantastic progress already made embedding effective pupil voice systems 
into school life by supporting pupils to use their voice to influence more powerful school 
improvement.  

 

 Support pupils to use their passion for rights and making a difference to campaign and 
raise awareness for children’s rights locally and nationally.  

 

 Ensure that links are consistently being made between children’s rights and learning 
about sustainable development and global citizenship.  Utilise the World’s Largest 
Lesson and Global Goals resources to support this.   

 

 

4. ACCREDITATION INFORMATION 
 

School context Ovingham Middle is a three form entry school 
with 341 pupils.  Pupil premium and free school 
meal figures are below average with 45 and 12 
pupils being eligible.  There are 5 looked after 
children and 4 with English as an additional 
language. 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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School Evaluation: Gold form received Yes  

Attendees at SLT meeting Headteacher / RRSA coordinator / Head of Yr8 / 
English Coordinator 

Number of children and young people 
interviewed 

28 pupils plus discussion with 2 classes 

Number of staff interviewed 1 teaching staff 
1 support staff 
2 parents 
3 governors  

Evidence provided Learning walk 
Written evidence 
Lessons 

First registered for RRSA:  Feb 2015 Silver achieved:  July 2017 

 

STRAND A: TEACHING AND LEARNING ABOUT RIGHTS   
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is made known to 
children, young people and adults, who use this shared understanding to work for 
improved child wellbeing, school improvement, global justice and sustainable living. 
 

Strand A has been achieved 

 

 
Pupils at Ovingham Middle School learn about their rights through assemblies, display, 
copies of the CRC in classrooms, right of the week and a broad range of curriculum 
subjects.  Rights are embedded in planning for PSHE, RE, English, science and design 
technology lessons, which a Year 8 pupil linked to articles 13 and 29. English texts such as 
Trash and Wonder allow for opportunities to discuss the realisation and denial of rights and 
learn about the world around them.  This approach means that pupils have an excellent 
knowledge of rights.  When asked a Year 5 class, who had only been learning about rights 
since starting in September, were able to confidently name 14 articles.  These included to 
know your rights, to privacy, to be protected from violence, to a voice and to join groups with 
others.  A Year 7 class then added the right to life, their own beliefs, to a name, non-
discrimination and freedom of expression.  All pupils are clear that rights are universal, 
unconditional, indivisible and inherent explaining that “all children have rights but they don’t 
always get them” and “sometimes I don’t want to get up and go to school but then I realise it 
is my right and some children who live on the streets can’t go to school.”     
 
Daily opportunities to watch Newsround mean that pupils are knowledgeable about current 
affairs and have a good understanding of why some children may not be able to access their 
rights.  Examples provided included war in Syria preventing children going to school, 
parasites in the water making children ill, the earthquake in Indonesia meaning that children 
have lost their homes and physical or verbal abuse from parents.  A recently developed Eco 
group is supporting science lessons and having a positive impact on pupils’ understanding 
of sustainable development.  As one Year 8 pupil explained “by growing our own food it 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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means it doesn’t have to travel for miles polluting the environment” another added “recycling 
is important as animals are dying from our waste we need to protect the environment.” 
 
The schools website reflects their commitment to the CRC in their ethos statement and 
there are clear links with the School Council, British values and a rights respecting section 
keeping visitors up to date on the school’s progress. Parents described how learning about 
rights has created “a partnership between children and staff” and pupils now “have 
knowledge about and an awareness of the world around them, feel listened to, and show 
respect for each other.”  Governors meet regularly with the School Council who lead on 
rights respecting and have the award as a standing item on their agenda.  A governor, who 
is also a member of the Friends of Ovingham Middle, also attends School Council meetings 
keeping up to date with rights respecting developments and supporting pupils to take their 
ideas forward.   
 

 
 

STRAND B: TEACHING AND LEARNING THROUGH RIGHTS – ETHOS AND 
RELATIONSHIPS 
Actions and decisions affecting children are rooted in, reviewed and resolved through rights. 
Children, young people and adults collaborate to develop and maintain a school community 
based on equality, dignity, respect, non-discrimination and participation; this includes 
learning and teaching in a way that respects the rights of both educators and learners and 
promotes wellbeing.  
 

Strand B has been achieved 

 

 
The whole school community understand their role as duty bearers and although pupils 
weren’t aware of the term they were quickly able to explain who supports them to access 
their rights including the school.  For example, they feel confident they are listened to, have 
breaks that allow them to relax and play, eat healthily, drink clean water and are treated 
fairly.  Children specifically described the ways adults help them develop their skills and 
talents with a Year 7 pupil explaining that “if we really like something we can set up our own 
clubs.” Another pupil explained that “teachers are always looking and making sure that 
school is a better place for us” and mentioned that they “get a say” and things change if their 
rights could be better met.  
 
Throughout the visit pupils listened respectfully to each other and clearly valued the 
contributions everyone made to discussions.  The pupil and staff questionnaires also 
support mutual respect across the school with 94% of pupils feeling adults treat them with 
respect and 100% of staff feeling respected by pupils.  When discussing ‘dignity’ pupils and 
recognised that staff speaking to them privately if there was a problem or the fact that there 
are double doors on the changing rooms so if one is opened children are still protected from 
view were examples of actions that respected their dignity.  It was also clear that most pupils 
have trust in the school’s systems for responding to issues with one pupil saying “it’s fair, 
even if it doesn’t go my way.”  A Year 8 pupil explained how the school might respond to a 
racist comment having been made “school would deal with it, they would put extra things in 
place to stop it happening again.”  Another pupil explained that if something goes wrong 
“everyone is included, with everything.  We all get a say.”  
 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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All the pupils spoken to during the visit agreed that Ovingham Middle is a safe place to be.  
If they aren’t feeling safe pupils described how they can talk to a teacher or their form tutor 
and highlighted the safeguarding posters around school and how referrals will be made to 
other services if necessary such as a counsellor.  In describing the ways school helps them 
feel safe pupils listed: gates; visitors wearing badges; using the buddy box; and “we have 
the right to our opinion and give ideas in class, we might not agree but that’s ok.” Internet 
safety was very comprehensively understood and pupils were quick to identify the risks such 
as being bullied or talking to someone pretending to be a young person.  They recognised 
the important of 360 monitoring and firewalls and knew how to report incidents to CEOP if 
needs be. 
 
Health and wellbeing is given a high priority at Ovingham Middle. In the entrance to the 
school is a poster explaining that there is First Aid accessible for both physical and mental 
health.  Teaching Assistants have also received ELSA training so they can support 
vulnerable pupils.  The Head Teacher described an important role of the school as “keeping 
anxiety down” and making it “okay to say out loud that we are feeling anxious.”  He went on 
to describe how he feels that a knowledge of rights as entitlements and a place in the world 
helps give pupils strength.  A Year 8 pupil explained that he had accessed ‘The Hub’ for 
support and had benefitted from being able to talk about mental wellbeing.  Wellbeing, as 
well as formally featuring in the curriculum and through pastoral support, features strongly in 
extra-curricular activities many of which are sports based or developed out of pupils own 
interests giving them time to relax or practise a skill they particularly enjoy.  
 
Pupils strongly feel that Ovingham Middle is an inclusive school and this was supported 
when speaking to parents.  One Mum explained how her child with special educational 
needs had been elected to School Council saying “to me this shows the pupils tolerance and 
inclusivity.”  A member of staff explained that in school everyone is encouraged to be 
themselves saying that “children who may be a bit different find their place.”    Displays 
around schools highlight non-discrimination and equality and pupils were confident they 
have a voice in school and it is respected.  “We have the right to talk and give ideas in class 
– we are never made to change our mind.” 
 
Using the language of rights is continuing to develop in school with staff reporting that 
children are referring to rights particularly in relation to their right to an education.  One pupil 
explained that she uses rights in the classroom “sometimes you can say ‘stop that as I have 
a right to learn.’”  Pupils feel they play an active role in their learning and cited examples 
including voting for what they’d like to learn in geography, completing reading records, 
discussing with their teacher if they’d like to move up a set, always being able to ask for help 
and being able to access homework clubs as they are on a lunchtime – making the link to 
Article 2.  
 

 
 

STRAND C: TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR RIGHTS – PARTICIPATION, 
EMPOWERMENT AND ACTION 
Children are empowered to enjoy and exercise their rights and to promote the rights of 
others locally and globally. Duty bearers are accountable for ensuring that children 

experience their rights.  
 

Strand C has been achieved 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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The Rights Respecting Coordinator has worked hard to develop pupil participation in school 
and particularly in developing the School Council (who are the RRSA Steering Group.)  
Pupils talk positively about their right to a voice and an opinion and are keen to share how 
they have been involved in decisions around school.  Clear and effective structures are in 
place to ensure all pupils can be heard and feedback is shared through meeting minutes, 
the schools website, in form time and assemblies.  There are also a wide range of 
opportunities for pupils to take on roles of responsibility such as School Council, Mentors, 
Sports Ambassadors and Eco Group and they are clear on why some roles are voted for by 
pupils and others chosen by staff.  Pupils are involved in the recruitment of new staff and 
often bring ideas directly to the Head Teacher who has an open door policy.  Charitable 
actions are often influenced by pupils’ suggestions and the School Council have made a 
wide range of changes to the school.  For example, they have influenced meals options 
negotiating ‘Wedges Wednesday’ and made positive changes to safety and privacy in the 
school toilets.  The locks on toilet doors were a concern raised by the School Council.  They 
had already been replaced a number of times due to repeatedly being broken.  Discussions 
took place about respecting the space and posters developed to ensure the new locks 
remained working. 
 
Ovingham Middle has a strong history of fundraising and supporting others and this 
continues positively with an increasing focus on campaigning and awareness raising.  Pupils 
gave testament that they were able to identify their own charities of interest, for example, 
MacMillan because of experiencing a school friend undergoing treatment for cancer. The 
school was involved with the OutRight campaign last year and have plans to campaign for 
cleaner air through OutRight this year.  The Eco group are currently leading on a ‘Big Soup 
Share’ event using vegetables from the school garden and are collecting for the local food 
banks “supporting local families and vulnerable people who can’t get their right to healthy 
food” (Pupil).  They are also part of a national pollination project raising awareness of, 
learning about, and monitoring pollinating species in the local area. A sub group of the 
School Council is being developed to lead on fundraising and campaigning work ensuring a 
spread across local, national and global issues.  Pupils talked passionately about the world 
around them, particularly the environment, with a Year 8 pupil saying “we can only make a 
small difference but we are influencing others to change so that leads to a much bigger 
change.”  When asked about their role as global citizens pupils explained that “knowing and 
teaching about rights,” “being aware of how to change” and “watching the news and learning 
about other cultures” were all important.  A Year 7 pupil added “it’s all about respecting the 
environment and people no matter who they are and how they look” while pupils went onto 
discuss their role in supporting other schools to become rights respecting.   
 

 
 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools

