
Topic Possible areas of sensitivity 

 Y5 Healthy living  As the blood system is discussed, it is 
possible for pupils to have cardiovascular 

problems or know someone with 
cardiovascular problems 

 As the breathing system is discussed, it is 
possible pupils or someone they know 

may have breathing problems 

 As diet is discussed, it is possible for 
pupils to realise that they are not being 
given access to a balanced diet. There 

also may be pupils with concerns about 
their weight 

 As drugs are discussed, pupils may be 
aware of people they know who take 
drugs. They also may know someone 

with a smoking related disease or 
alcohol problems 

Y5 How we see things Pupils may have issues with their sight or may 
know someone who does 

Y6 Forces Pupils may have issues with their mobility and 
this may highlight these issues with them with 

some of the examples of situations used 

Y6 Life cycles Although the changes during puberty is largely 
taught through the PSHE programme in Y5. The 

changes are briefly discussed as part of the 
‘human life cycles’. Although death is not 

discussed at length through the curriculum 
delivery, when studying human life cycles it may 
raise questions / issues within pupils minds. This 
may be an issue if a pupil has suffered a recent 

bereavement. 

Y6 Evolution Pupils with a religious upbringing may have 
difficulty with concepts taught being in conflict 
with what they have being taught by family / 

members of the church or other religious 
community. 

Y6 Climate change project Potential consequences of global warming may 
cause concern for pupils 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Y7 Life processes  As the blood system is discussed, it is 
possible for pupils to have cardiovascular 

problems or know someone with 
cardiovascular problems 

 Pupils do have the opportunity to dissect 
a heart if they wish to but alternative 
activities are given to those who don’t 

feel comfortable doing this 

 As the breathing system is discussed, it is 
possible pupils or someone they know 

may have breathing problems 

 As diet is discussed, it is possible for 
pupils to realise that they are not being 
given access to a balanced diet. There 

also may be pupils with concerns about 
their weight 

 As smoking is discussed it is possible a 
pupil knows someone with a smoking 
related condition or may worry about 

someone who smokes 

 Reproduction in animals is covered with 
human reproduction being discussed in 
detail. Every year, a letter is always sent 

out a few weeks before this topic is 
taught highlighting what issues / areas 

are to be covered so that all parents 
have an opportunity to discuss them 

should they so wish.  
 

 

Y7 Forces  Pupils may have issues with their 
mobility and this may highlight these 

issues with them with some of the 
examples of situations used 

Y8 Energy and electricity  When discussing the consequences of 
fossil fuel use on a large scale, global 

warming is discussed. Some pupils may 
become concerned at the possible 

consequences of this phenomenon. 

 When discussing light energy, how the 
eye works is discussed. Pupils with 
conditions relating to eyes may be 

sensitive to this area of study. Pupils are 
also given an opportunity to dissect an 

eye should they so wish. Alternative 
activities are offered if they don’t feel 

comfortable doing so. 

 When discussing sound energy, how the 
ear works is discussed. Pupils who have 
issues with hearing may be sensitive to 

this area of study.  



 


