
Approaching Sensitive Issues in R.E.  

Most R.E. lessons include potentially sensitive areas of discussion 

due to the very nature of the subject. We carefully consider how we 

approach these issues in class. We encourage pupils to think for 

themselves, encouraging and enabling critical thinking and 

philosophical enquiry. We aim to foster the development of respect 

and understanding by creating a safe space where pupils can discuss 

– and possibly disagree – with each other, yet positively share their 

perspectives. We provide them with access to resources to deepen 

their understanding but as staff, avoid inserting our own personal 

thoughts or feelings into discussions.  

All of the units of work in R.E. include topics which some pupils may 

find difficult (depending on their personal experiences or belief 

background). Some examples of some potentially sensitive areas 

which may arise in our discussions include: race, gender, freedom, 

equality, stereotyping, rites of passage e.g. marital traditions and 

views on the after-life. Religious stories are also delivered in a 

sensitive manner as we are aware that some stories may evoke 

reactions in some pupils i.e. if they have had personal experiences or 

have fears similar to those in the stories. For example, we often 

read Bible stories during the introduction or plenary of R.E. lessons 

in Key Stage Two. Some of these stories may evoke a reaction in 

some pupils if they have experienced something in their life which is 

linked to the theme of the Bible story. The Easter story, is 

delivered in a sensitive manner and thought is given regarding 

questions pupils may ask regarding Jesus’ crucifixion, death and 

resurrection. 

We would recommend that parents / carers contact their child’s R.E. 

teacher, if there is an issue that must be taken into account when 



teaching R.E. to their child. Advance notice, of topics which may be 

considered unsuitable for the individual pupil, would allow us to 

discuss measures that could be taken to avoid upset.  

We respect the right of parents / carers to withdraw pupils from 

R.E. lessons.  
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