
RRSA and School
Council



Our RRSA journey: going for gold
 In September 2015 we started our journey

towards becoming a Rights Respecting
School.

 In July 2017 Unicef UK gave us our Level One
RRSA Award.

 We are now aiming to reach Level Two (the
highest level). This is now called Gold Level
by Unicef UK.



Recap: what is RRSA?
 Run by Unicef UK, the scheme puts children’s

rights at the heart of life in schools across the
UK.

 It is based on the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

 The convention is universal – it is about
protecting and promoting the rights of all
children across the world.



Why RRSA matters
 We have all learnt about children’s rights,

when these rights are not met, and a wide
range of social issues linked to these rights.

 It’s important to be aware of challenges and
issues in the wider world – and how you can
make a contribution to protecting children’s
rights.



Pupils have a voice at OMS
 RRSA is also about looking at ways to ensure the

rights are being met for everyone here at OMS.

 We are constantly promoting a rights-respecting
culture, based on the articles in the UNCRC.

 The revamped School Council is helping ensure
pupils have a voice in whole-school decisions
and initiatives.



School Charter
Our School Charter gives us a framework for
much of what we do in school. It outlines the
factors that make sure all pupils have a happy,
healthy and successful time here.

The Charter is a work in progress. The School
Council is currently working on it. New copies
of the Charter will go up around school soon.



Pupil voice
Article 12: We have the right to

have a say in all matters affecting
us

Article 13: We are free to say
what we think



A right to be heard
 The School Council is part of us being a

Rights Respecting School and it meets once
every 3 weeks to discuss various school
issues.

 It ensures that pupils have a voice in school
decision-making, linked to Articles 12 and
13 in the UNCRC.



A right to express our views
 School councillors were elected in the first two

weeks of term in September. You can spot us
around school because they wear a school
council badge.

 Meetings are during lesson time once every
three weeks. They are overseen by Mr Snowdon.

 Occasionally school councillors will ask you for
points that you would like raising in the meeting.



A right to make a difference
 School Council makes practical

recommendations if the majority of school
councillors agree on something.

 We pass on anything to Mr Bennett that requires
a decision being made at whole-school level.

 Some recommendations might be passed on to
another member of staff, e.g. Mrs Goodwin for
sports issues or Mrs Lee for food issues.



A right to know
You all have a right to know what School
Council has discussed and decided. In each
meeting someone records key points, which
are fed back in a number of ways.
 to all pupils via assemblies
 via the school website
 through being displayed on the RRSA/School

Council display board (starting soon)



BBC News School Report
 One thing we discussed in last week’s School Council

meeting was BBC News School Report Day, which is on
15 March.

 This is a project involving 15 Year 8 pupils producing
a special OMS news programme.

 We talked about some good ideas for the news
programme and decided on our favourites… but you
will have to wait to find out more!

BBC video here >>>
http://www.bbc.co.uk/academy/en/articles/art201708
29100617113



What we have discussed
In the last few months we have discussed all
sorts of things including:
 the new library
 one way system and problems in locker

areas
 suggestions for menu changes
 break and lunch time rules and play/sports

equipment
 a number of toilets-related issues!



Our latest recommendations
 Agree clear rules for Year 8 doors monitors
 The current rules for the yards should be kept in

place, so that ball games are allowed on one yard
 Suggest that pupils should be allowed around the

outdoor stage area at certain times of the day
 Ask about getting new footballs and basketballs

for break and lunch times
 A number of suggestions were made for

improving the toilets, which will be discussed at
the next meeting


